
Global Status and Trends:  
It’s not black and white 
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Wild Polar Bears are among the 
most mobile of Quadrupeds 



Polar 
bears are 
generally 
tied to the 
sea ice 



Sea ice is the primary habitat for polar bears 
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Ringed seal Bearded seal 

Prey depend  
upon ice  
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Primary Challenges 
•  Changes (climate change 

driven)  

•  Speed of change 

•  Assessing biodiversity 
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Concerns 
•  Shipping 

•  Fishing 

•  Oil and gas 

•  Mining 

•  Tourism 

•  Disease and Toxics 

•  Harvest 

•  Research 



Challenge: Industrial Development 

•  Few easy resources 
•  Few reliable 

technologies 
•  Limited infrastructure 
•  Limited strategic and 

integrated assessments  
•  Few arctic-specific sector 

standards 
•  Limited knowledge of 

ecosystem’s capacity to 
deal with impacts 

•  No comprehensive 
international governance 
regime 



“We must plan for a world of change if we wish to 
conserve arctic ecological systems, 
including the services they provide to people.” 
 Bob Corell, climate scientist 
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Regional Variation in Response 




