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Numbers of many goose species increased
dramatically late last century, as they
adapted to new sources of (agricultural)
winter foods
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Monitoring the abundance of Arctic geese is
important for many reasons: B |

1. The recent superabundance of many species affects
sensitive tundra ecosystems and other species...

2. Creates agricultural conflict on the winter quarters

3. Affects amenity interests on the winter quarters

4. Affect other species on wintering areas US Airways flight
1549 hit a goose

5. Can create bird strike problems

6. On the other hand, declining populations give rise
to conservation problems...

7. As well as challenges to managing sustainable use of a
renewable resource

8. But not least as a vital component of arctic terrestrial
biodiversity and ecosystem function



So: MANY good reasons for monitoring the size
of goose populations and for understanding the
demographic drivers that shape their trends

Enter CAFF: Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna



One of the major cornerstones of CAFF
biodiversity monitoring is the Cicumpolar
Biodiversity Monitoring Programme (CBMP)



And as an initial product under this programme,
it was agreed to undertake a review of all

circumpolar goose populations
With the simple aim of compiling:

(i) an audit of goose populations around the globe,

(ii) an assessment of their population trends

(iii)an assessment of the demographic changes over
as long a time period as was available, to

(iv)provide insight into their status, management
and future well-being
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Progress to date

. 59 flyway accounts to be prepared

. 27 flyway accounts have been completed

. 18 more have been commissioned with experts
...which leaves 14 to be written or delegated!






Timetable

Report to this conference

. Report to NAAGC in Winnipeg April 2015

Completion and delivery mid-2015

. Long-term aim of establishing an annually

updated portal as a source for such data



But first;:
a sneak preview
of some results!




How are Northern Hemisphere geese faring?
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Are there regional patterns in trends?
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Some take home messages!

1. Northern hemisphere geese are doing far better than
most wetland bird species, especially the Branta and
Chen genera

2. Knowledge gaps and declining flyway populations are
more common in central and eastern Asia than in
Europe and North America

3. Watch this space!
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