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Motivation I:
Ecological monitoring has emerged as a proper scientific discipline 
    Philosophy, Theory, Approaches, Methods and a vivid scientific debate
    Focus on Adaptive & Ecosystem-Based Approaches



Motivation II: ABA synthesis chapter
..ecosystem based monitoring efforts are
needed to support biodiversity conservation..

..comprehensive ecosystem-based approaches
to research and monitoring can reveal how 
biodiversity may be affected by stressors and 
disturbances… 

BUT
…very few dedicated programs that maintains
integrated ecosystem-based approaches to 
research and monitoring in the Arctic  



Session aim I: 
To gather representatives from those few ongoing or planned 
long-term research/monitoring programs in the Arctic that appears to
apply an Ecosystem-based Approach   

Norway – COAT Svalbard/Varanger Peninsula

Greenland – Zackenberg

Alaska – Toolik Lake

Canada – Bylot Island

Canada – CHARS Cambridge Bay



Session aim II: 
To address and discuss the following questions regarding how 
ecosystem-based monitoring /research is done:

 What defines EBM and what are optional approaches? 
 What is the EBM approach adopted in the different programs?
 Are adaptivity and management options included… and eventually how? 
 To what extent do the ongoing programs reflect site-specific idiosyncrasy 

versus biome-scale generality?
 What are the key insights gained so far?



Program: 

Åshild Ø. Pedersen: Norway – COAT Svalbard/Varanger Peninsula

Niels Martin Schmidt: Greenland – Zackenberg

Laura Gough: Alaska – Toolik Lake

Dominique Berteaux: Canada – Bylot Island

Donald McLennan: Canada – CHARS

Five presentations (10-12 minutes each): 

General discussion (30 minutes) 


