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Things continue to hot up for polar bears in the Arctic.
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Cold weather in the US no solace for
starving polar bears
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During the “polar vortex” that
recently swept the US,
Chicago’s Lincoln Park Zoo
was forced to bring its polar
bear indoors as it was “too
cold” for a bear acclimated to
Chicago’s “normal” winters
(where temperatures of -20°C
are not uncommon). As if on
cue, a chorus of media
pundits and politicians sang
the end of global warming.

We should all know better of
course. Fluctuations in the
weather, like the recent shift
in the polar vortex that
brought Arctic deep-freeze to
much of the US, will continue, and even be magnified, as the earth steadily warms. Laws of
physics require the world to warm as long as atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations
rise. And while North America experienced deep freeze, much of the rest of the world
sweltered under record heat, and the globe’s average temperature continued to rise.

For wild polar bears, the continuing rise of the earth’s temperature is a problem. During 30
years of studying these bears in Alaska, I documented positive and then negative trends in
their status.

In the early 1980s I discovered Alaska’s great white bears had recovered from the excessive
hunting that ceased in the 1970s. By the middle of the last decade, however, I witnessed
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A Scientist's New Job: Keeping The Polar
Bears' Plight Public

December 28, 2013 10:10 AM

by ELIZABETH SHOGREN
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The Endangered Species Act, which turns 40 on Saturday, helped
bring back iconic species such as the wolf, grizzly bear and bald
eagle, after hunting, trapping and pesticides almost wiped those
animals out.

But a very different kind of threat — global warming — is pushing
some species like the polar bear to the brink of extinction.

One government biologist discovered the best way he could help

1/20/14, 5:41 PMAnnual Polar Bear Migration Under Way: How It Works and How Climate Change is Altering It

Page 1 of 15http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/11/131122-polar-bear-migration-in-hudson-bay-science/#close-modal
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Annual Polar Bear Migration Under Way:
How It Works and How Climate Change
Could Be Impacting It
Melting sea ice means big changes for the world's 20,000 polar bears.

A polar bear watches over two cubs in Hudson Bay, near the town of Churchill, Manitoba.
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