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Conclusions

• The simplicity of 
Arctic food webs 
is a myth

• Resolving both the nodes and the links exposes high 
complexity 

• Arthropods the key players in terms of both diversity 
and biomass

• To understand why one species increases and another 
decreases, or what happens with external stress, we 
need to embrace this new view of the Artcic © Tomas Roslin
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Arthropods challenge this view



Conclusions

• The simplicity of Arctic food webs is a myth
• Biotic interactions at least as complex here as 

elsewhere on the globe
• Repeat picture of web: to udnerstand why one

spcies increases and another decreases, or what
happens with stress / climate change on the web, 
we need to understand how they connect
together

• Arthropods the key players in terms of both
diversity and biomass



The myth of Arctic simplicity
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The enchanted loom


