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OVERVIEW OF ZOONOTIC AGENTS CARRIED BY ARCTIC FOXES
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Intestinal parasites are not usually perceived as the most evil creatures on the planet although exceptions exist. Certainly,
they do not make our lives easier if contracted as an infection nor they help with efforts in the wildlife conservation programs
and especially when it comes to parasites transmitted between human and the wildlife. Arctic fox (Vulpes lagopus),
one of the major predators in the Arctic, is a potential source of intestinal parasites that could endanger people and dogs alike.
Most common inhabitants of its intestinal tract are Toxascaris leonina, Trichuris vulpis and Eucoleus aerophilus and all three
of them have a zoonotic potential. In addition, the list of parasites inhabiting foxes entrails that could be harmful not only
to them is still incomplete. Furthermore, the matter is aggravated by dogs living in close proximity to humans that can cause
a spread of diseases and increase the chance of transmission.
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Protista
Encephalitozoon cuniculi o
Enterocytozoon bieneusi*
Toxoplasma gondii
Cryptosporidium canis*
Balantidium sp.

Giardia sp.
Sarcocystis spp.
Nematoda
Eucoleus aerophilus
Strongyloides stercoralis
Toxocara canis*
Toxascaris leonina*
Trichinella nativa
Trichuris vulpis
Uncinaria stenocephala
Crenosoma vulpis
Cestoda
Echinococcus multilocularis
Diphyllobothrium
dendriticum
Mesocestoides lineatus
Schistocephalus solidus
Taenia crassiceps
Definitive host Trematoda
Brachylaemus sp.
Cryptocotyle lingua o
Plagiorchis elegans o
Spelotrema sp.
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Tab. List of fox parasites with zoonotic potential;® was recorded, ® was recorded+our records, ® our new records,
*also molecular data
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